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Garden Fair helps gardeners 
prepare for spring

Ask Pam Roberts what she en-
joys most about gardening and 
she readily shares a favorite 

quote from the book “Beatrix Potter’s 
Gardening Life.”

“The author says, ‘That gardens 
don’t last may be one of their perverse 
charms.’ I love that,” Pam says. “I feel 
like I have a new palette every year and 
it changes as the seasons change.”

Preparing for spring, Pam says she is 
looking forward to the annual Garden 
Fair sponsored by the Monroe County 
Master Gardeners Association, Inc. 
Held Friday, April 13, from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m., the event will be at Switchyard 
Park Pavilion, 1601 South Rogers Street 
in Bloomington.

An estimated 35 exhibitors including 
several non-profit agencies will be at the 
fair. Co-chairs of the fair are Ed Kitchen 
and Dorothea Cole-Kiser. Admission is 
free and free parking is available.

“The Garden Show is a blast,” Pam 
says. “The vendors have wonderful 
items. I often get plants at the show 
along with garden supplies. The Activity 
Booth is great for old and young alike 
and you can have your garden ques-
tions answered at the Plant Doctor and 
at the MCMGA booths. You can also get 
a slice of homemade pie at the show.”

By Jackie Finch
JackieSFinch@gmail.com

Pam Roberts takes photos in her Bloomington garden. PAM ROBERTS / COURTESY PHOTO
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www.andy-walker.com
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4598 W. LITTLE FLOCK LANE   

$975,000 
• 5500 SF Renovated Ranch over 

w/o Basement
• Open Floor Plan, Lots of Upscale 

Finishes
• 4-car Gar w/Huge Storage Area 

over Garage
• Inground Pool w/deck & patio, 

Cabana w/FP

PRESENTING THE BEST OF BLOOMINGTON

Ron 
Plecher

on the web at
ronplecher.com 812.320.2142RE/MAX TITAN’S CLUB BROKER

HT-39066865

8270 W. CHAFIN CHAPEL ROAD 
$324,900

44 ACRES OF BEAUTIFUL WOODED LAND ON 2 PARCELS 
FEATURING WALNUT TREE GROVES AND SUGAR MAPLES

LOT 63 N. VIKING RIDGE ROAD
$160,000

WOODED 1.65 ACRE LOT IN DANNY SMITH II WITH ACCESS TO
SYCAMORE LAND TRUST-SCARLETT OAK WOODS W/TRAILS

SPACIOUS MAINTENANCE-FREE PAIRED HOME IN VILLA
GLEN AT BRIGHTON POINT WITH 4 BEDROOMS & 4 BATHS

907 S. BALDWIN DRIVE 
$689,900

SOLD

550 N. PARK RIDGE ROAD
$349,900

LOVELY 4 BEDROOM, 2/5 BATH HOME IN PARK RIDGE EAST
NEW CARPET, UPDATED APPLIANCES, LARGE BACKYARD

SOLD

512 BRENTWOOD DRIVE, EAST-PLAINFIELD
$314,900

SPACIOUS 4 BEDROOM 2 STORY IN A GREAT NEIGHBORHOOD
WOOD BURNING FIREPLACE, NEW CARPET, GRANITE TOPS

SOLD

7210 E. PINE GROVE ROAD
$449,900

EXCEPTIONAL 3-ACRE PROPERTY WITH BEAUTIFULLY
RENOVATED CABIN OVERLOOKING THE SERENE POND

SOLD

9312 N. GRAY AVENUE
$1,350,000

EXQUISITE RANCH OVER WALKOUT WITH STUNNING
VIEWS FROM THIS LAKE LEMON WATERFRONT HOME

UNDER CONTRACT

5736 N. PATHWAYS DRIVE 

$924,900

SPECTACULAR RETREAT IN PATHWAYS W/VIEWS OF LAKE LEMON
LOVELY OUTDOOR ENTERTAINING SPACES-ROOM FOR EVERYONE!

SOLD

F E A T U R E D
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See details inside
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April 2024 “Daisy Days Native Plant 
Sale” at the Hinkle-Garton Farmstead

What: Open Day and Plant Sale at the 
Hinkle-Garton Farmstead
When: 11 a.m.- 4 p.m. Saturday, April 27 and 
1-4 p.m. Sunday, April 28, 2024
Where: 2920 E. 10th Street, Bloomington, IN

Bloomington Restorations, Inc. invites you to 
the monthly Museum Open Day at the Hinkle- 
Garton Farmstead and the annual Daisy Days 

Native Plant Sale. The Plant Sale begins Saturday,  
April 27, from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. and on Sunday, April 
28, from 1-4 p.m. The sale specializes in Native 
Perennials grown from seed, harvested onsite, or 
sourced from Spence Restoration Nursey, since 1998 
Indiana’s premier native plant supplier. The pro-
ceeds from the sale will benefit ongoing gardening 
efforts at the site. 

The Farmhouse will be open for tours on Saturday 
only from 1-4 p.m., for the regular Museum Open 
Day.  Maple syrup made at the Farmstead, as well 

as maple cream, and maple sugar products sup-
plied by the Indiana Maple Syrup Association will 
also be for sale. 

Featured for sale inside the main house will be the 
delightful cookbook, “Call to Lunch,” a collection of 
Daisy Hinkle-Garton’s recipes. These historic rec-
ipes have been organized into categories of Sides, 
Salads and Dressing, Bread, Soup, Breakfast, Main 
Courses, Vegetarian, International, Dessert, Cookies 
and Candy. 

The book on BRI’s affordable housing program, 
“From Historic Ruins to Affordable Homes, Saving 
Bloomington’s Vintage Cottages” will be offered 
for sale.

The Hinkle-Garton Farmstead is sending a call out 
for Volunteers who might be interested in assisting 
with Farmstead tours one Saturday per month (usu-
ally the last Saturday each month) from 1-4 p.m. 

See Plant Sale, Page C7

See Garden Fair, Page C4
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328 S Walnut Street
Downtown Bloomington • 812-323-1231

WE ARE 
BLOOMINGTON’S 

REALTY 
PROFESSIONALS!!

BRANDY 
HOLDEMAN

812-325-7685

SUSAN 
GRAVES

812-334-3563

STEPH  
DIVOHL 

 812-606-7305

TAMMY  
DRUCKEMILLER
812-325-2242

RON
PLECHER

812-320-2142

KATHY
STALLSMITH

812-320-6875

HT-38265468

OPEN SUNDAY 2:30-4:30 P.M.

4312 S FALCON DR. $524,900
• Outdoor Oasis at this 2 Story 4 BR, 3.5 BA + SDY 

• Larger rooms & generous windows; 3-Car Garage 

• KIT w/ cabinetry galore, pantry, desk and nook 

• Covered wrap porch; pool with multi-decks

#5

SUSAN GRAVES 
812-334-3563 

KATHY STALLSMITH 
812-320-6875

FLÁVIA 
BURRELL

812-323-1231

BETH
ROBINSON

812-327-1385

LESA 
MILLER 

812-360-3863

KIM
SCIFRES

847-366-0216

MARLA 
HARRIS

812-327-9574

BARBARA 
HOWELL

812-327-2314

RENWICK BUILDING LOTS!

2 LOTS ON HATHAWAY CT   STARTING AT $115K

JIM REGESTER
812-323-1231

Our most popular offer –
now back for a limited time.

BUY 2
WINDOWS

GET 2
FREE

No down payments, no 
payments & no interest for 

24 MONTHS
Offer valid until

A Great Fit
No gaps outside, and our 

mean you won’t have 
to worry about cold rain 
or allergens leaking in 

and causing damage to 
the window or unseen 

danger.

Expert Installation 
Our experienced 

installers are local, so 

who knows what’s 
needed in your area.

Built-in Quality
Every window has 

inspection, and a 
20-point installation
inspection so your
windows will work

Schedule your FREE 
consultation today!

Offer Valid on certain models, and excludes the cost of labor. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Financing offers a no interest feature (during the “promotional period”) on your purchase at an APR 

With an offer this good, there’s no
need to shop anywhere else.

WindowNation.com/usatoday

812-297-5230

4/30/24

Landscaping created by Pam Roberts at her Bloomington home. PAM ROBERTS / COURTESY PHOTO

at

Amy Smm omers Kopp
812-272-3000

Georgia Johnson
812-606-8195       

 Megan Somers Glenn
812-360-1973

www.amykopp.com
6900 W ISON ROAD - 4 BEDROOM, 3 BATHS, 5 ACRES!

MLS#202409185 -

 Hosted by Megan Somers Glenn

OPEN SUNDAY 1-3
#6

Cicada hatch on foxglove flowers in Pam Roberts’ 
garden in 2021. PAM ROBERTS / COURTESY PHOTO

Pam Roberts’ backyard. PAM ROBERTS / COURTESY PHOTO

Garden Fair
Continued from page C1

A member of Monroe County Master 
Gardeners Association since 2018, Pam 
is now president of the group. Her rea-
sons for joining, Pam says, are “I wanted 
to learn more about plants, ‘right plant 
– right place,’ garden design and how to 
thwart the deer predation problem.”

 
Free Buttonbush Seedlings

The first 400 Garden Fair visitors 
will receive a free Buttonbush seed-
ling along with planting suggestions. 
Native to Indiana, Buttonbush has 
glossy green leaves and fragrant, round 
flower clusters during mid-summer. 
Buttonbush attracts more than 24 spe-
cies of birds, as well as numerous spe-
cies of butterflies.

Since 2018, Garden Fair has been a 
non-invasive species event, as it will 

Jackie Finch

Jackie Finch

Jackie Finch



Herald-Times - 04/12/2024 Page : C05

April 12, 2024 10:17 am (GMT -4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Continued to page C6

hoosiertimes.com  |  FRIDAY, APRIL 12, 2024  |  C5

Pam Roberts’ backyard and pond. PAM ROBERTS / COURTESY PHOTO

At the 2023 Garden Fair, Edward Oehlman explains 
how to plant and care for one of the free seedlings. 
JACKIE FINCH / COURTESY PHOTO

be this year. Invasive 
species are dangerous to 
native plants and polli-
nators and can threaten 
habitat and feeding op-
portunities for wildlife, 
as well as being a threat 
to human health.

Some of the most dan-
gerous of the local in-
vasive plants include 
Burning Bush, Asian Bush 
Honeysuckle, Callery 
Pear, Russian Olive, 
Purple Wintercreeper 
and Tree of Heaven. But 
people are becoming 
more aware of invasives 
and the reasons to not 
plant them, Pam says.

“I think people are get-
ting more involved with 
gardening and are seek-
ing for ways to reconnect 
with the planet,” Pam 
says. “We are learning so 
much about native plants, 
pollinators and are start-
ing the journey away from 
invasive species.”

Purdue Extension ed-
ucator Edward Oehlman 
will be at the Gardening 
Everything booth at the 
fair to answer wide-rang-
ing garden questions such 
as “What bug is causing 
problems in my garden?” 
and “How can I prevent 
deer from eating every-
thing in my garden?”

The Garden Fair’s pop-
ular Garden Thyme Café 
will be featuring home-
made pies and other 
sweets for hungry visi-
tors as well as sandwich-
es, fruit, vegetables and 
more. Located at the back 
of the Pavilion, the café 
area offers comfy seating.

 
Creating a beautiful 
home landscape

When Pam bought her 
Bloomington home 24 
years ago, the property 
had a central flower bed 
in the front yard. “But that 
was it,” she says. “I put the 
backyard in with the pond 
approximately 12 years 
ago. I also created beds 

for the front yard along 
the perimeter and sides.”

Most of her plants are 
perennials, Pam says, 
but an annual named 
Angelonia is plant-
ed each year for color 
along the side of her 
home. The snapdragon 

look-alike flower blooms 
nonstop from late spring 
through fall.

The Angelonia produc-
es vertical flower spikes 
up to 8 inches long that 
have dozens of flowers 
on a single stem in colors 
of purple, blue, pink, red, 

lavender, coral, white 
and bicolors.

“Moya Andrews and 
Hilltop Gardens intro-
duced me to the plant,” 
Pam says. “I love it as it 
is drought tolerant, the 
blooms last forever and 
the deer don’t eat it.”

Other favorites in her 
home landscaping, Pam 
says, are the Weeping 
Cherry tree in her back-
yard as well as her bloom-
ing flowers. “The peonies 
have a special place be-
cause they remind me of 
my grandmother and the 
foxgloves remind me of 
England.”

One of Pam’s goals 
this spring is to redo the 
bed around a Rising Sun 
Redbud tree in the back-
yard. “As the tree has 
grown, I need to switch 
more to shade-loving 
plants.”

 
Joining Master 
Gardeners 
Association

Since joining Monroe 
County Master Gardeners 
Association six years ago, 

Continued from page C4

Don’t Get Stuck
Without A/C
This Summer!
Schedule Soon &

Save Up to $2000!

Free Estimates and Second Opinions 
for New Heating and Cooling Systems

Many Payment Options to choose from

Service Available Seven Days a Week

Licensed and Professional Technicians

$49

(812) 804-4071Call today!

Cooling or Heating

System Tune Up

on a New Cooling

and Heating System with

our Buy Back Program!

Price valid for one working unit. Excludes oil fired systems. Valid 
at participating ARS® Network locations. Not valid for third party, 
new construction, or commercial customers, with any other 
offers, discounts, or on prior sales. Call service center for details. 
Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or transferred 
and where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash 
value $.001. Offer expires 6/30/2024.

License numbers available at americanresidential.com/licenses

Savings requires purchase and installation of select complete 
heating and cooling system. Removal and disposal by Company 
of existing heating and cooling system required. Valid at 
participating ARS® Network locations. Not valid for third party, 
new construction, or commercial customers, with any other 
offers, discounts, or on prior sales. Call service center for details. 
Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or transferred 
and where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash 
value $.001. Offer expires 6/30/2024.

License numbers available at americanresidential.com/licenses

$2000
SAVE
UP TO

$389,000  Nestled on 1.7 acres this 
stunning 3BR ranch offers peaceful 
space and privacy
The PROugh Home Team 317-417-9463

$120,000 3BR 1.5BA ranch in 
desirable Edgewood addn cozy LR 
with hrdwd flrs
Natasha Johns 812-345-2795

4200 W MORGAN CIR, ELLETTSVILLE
mls 202404135

212 WESTWOOD DR, BEDFORD
mls 202411098

$899,000  Private retreat featuring 
29.1 acres 4BR 3BA pole barns 
lakes woods
Linda West 317-442-9732

$95,000  2BR 1BA ranch on 
spacious lot LR offers plenty of 
natural light
Natasha Johns 812-345-2795

3145 LOUDERMILK RD, FREEDOM
mls 21875881

713 U STREET, BEDFORD
mls 202410752

$169,500  22+Ac of wooded space 
currently set up as a hunter’s 
paradise
Natasha Johns 812-345-2795

TBD HARRISON RD, MITCHELL
mls 202405152

$460,000 3BD 3BA w/ finished 
lower level water view
Quincy Robinson 812-345-6212

25 PINE HILLS DRIVE, NASHVILLE
mls 21969386

$242,000 Renovated 3BR 2BA open 
concept LR-DR-Kit city lot
Natasha Johns 812-345-2795

2100 F STREET, BEDFORD
mls 202405175

$699,900 4BR 3.5BA Executive 
brick fully furnished wlkout bsmt 
5+Ac
Natasha Johns 812-345-2795

$382,500  Updated 2BD 3 BA multi 
level w/ bonus rms loads of natural 
light
Quincy Robinson 812-345-6212

4775 SANDPIT RD, BEDFORD
mls 202405729

3200 STATE ROAD 135, NASHVILLE
mls 21946670

#1 #2 #3

HT-38776819

PENDING PENDING

Sunday 1 - 3

REDUCED

Saturday 4 - 6

REDUCED

Saturday 1-3

Thinking
of Selling?
Now is great time.

Inventory is low and demand is high.

Call a
Carpenter  agent 

today!
$591,360  42.24Ac Approx 20 
tillable the rest wooded Eastern 
Greene Schools
Vicky Speer, LLC 812-583-3349

TBD N LEGION RD, SOLSBERRY
mls 202402177

$175,000 WARRANTY 4BR 1BA 
renovated 1.5 story open concept 
LR-DR
Natasha Johns 812-345-2795

728 P STREET, BEDFORD
mls 202407608

Arts and crafts are for sale at the Garden Fair. JACKIE FINCH / COURTESY PHOTO
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Next Week
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 ‘Father of Ice Cream’ honored 
in new book co-authored by 

local writer Kim Freeman
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  Rates APR

 15 year 5.50% 5.549%
 30 year 6.25% 6.28%

Union Savings Bank

2237 South Curry Pike

Bloomington, IN 47403

812-323-7200

*30 year Conventional loans based on $150,000 loan amount 75% LTV. 15 year conventional 

loans based on $150,000 loan amount, 80% LTV. **Additional restrictions may apply.  

LTV and credit score may require additional fees. Rates subject to changes. 

Closing Costs $299** Refinances & New Purchases $450**

CD Special: 7 months 4.00% APY
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Gourd crafts are sold at the 2023 Garden Fair. JACKIE FINCH / COURTESY PHOTO

Owner of Small World Pruning, Heather Jones gives a 
Tree IQ Test to 2023 showgoers. JACKIE FINCH / COURTESY 

PHOTO

A local vendor features a wooden soap dish to make 
soap last longer. JACKIE FINCH / COURTESY PHOTO

Pam says she has seen 
the benefits of member-
ship and recommends it 
to others.

“You learn so much 
from the class from soil 
health to diseases in 
plants to what to plant 
where and more,” she 
says. “You also have a fel-
lowship with other mem-
bers and learn tons from 
them. They share great 
tips on what works and 
what doesn’t in a garden.”

The Master Gardener 
program began in 
Washington State in 
the 1970s and Purdue 
University sponsored the 
first Indiana program in 
1978. Master Gardener 
in Monroe County was 

chartered and the first 
meeting was held in 
1989. The local group is 
connected to the state-
wide organization which 
includes training and 
education.

The Monroe County 
Master Gardener 
Association now has 
about 85 active mem-
bers and held its first 
Garden Fair in April 
2010. Information about 
joining the association 
will be available at the 
Garden Fair.

Proceeds from the 
Garden Fair fund the 
association’s grant pro-
gram which has pro-
vided funding to local 
non-profit gardening 
projects for more than 10 
years. Past recipients in-
clude St. Charles School 

which was awarded $450 
to expand an existing 
small pollinator garden 
to support an ongoing 
science project. Students 

collected monarch but-
terfly eggs and reared 
them in science class for 
release into the garden.

Mother Hubbard’s 

Cupboard also received 
a $350 grant to enhance 
the Community Garden 
by supporting weekly 
garden hours for families, 
providing information on 
gardening and harvest-
ing and reconstructing 
existing raised garden 
beds.

Something new the lo-
cal Master Gardeners re-
cently started for mem-
bers has been a book club 
which has proven quite 
successful, Pam says. 
“That has been great fun. 
We’ve read books that 
weren’t on my radar that 

ended up being on my 
Best of the Year list.”

 
If you go:
What: Monroe 
County Master 
Gardener Association 
Garden Fair
When: Saturday, 
April 13, from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.
Where: The Pavilion 
at Switchyard Park, 
1601 S. Rogers St. in 
Bloomington
Admission: Free. 
Complimentary 
parking.
Website: mcmga.net

Continued from page C5

Making a pine cone bird feeder was a popular spot at 
the 2023 Garden Fair. JACKIE FINCH / COURTESY PHOTO

Safety tips ahead of your Memorial Day barbecue

Memorial Day weekend 
marks the unofficial 
start of summer for 

millions of people across the 
country. Backyard barbecues 
are a staple of Memorial Day 
weekend, and such informal 
gatherings contribute much to 
the laid back vibe of this be-
loved three-day weekend.

Backyard barbecues may be all 
about food and fun, but it’s im-
portant that hosts take measures 
to ensure such soirees are safe as 
well. By employing the following 
measures, hosts can ensure their 
Memorial Day barbecues are safe 
for all in attendance.

• Place the grill in a safe 
location. The National Fire 
Protection Association urges 
hosts to place their grills a safe 
distance away from the home, 
deck railings and out from 

under eaves or overhanging 
branches. The NFPA also notes 
no grill should be placed within 
10 feet of any structure, includ-
ing a home.

• Check propane tanks for 
leaks prior to using the grill. 
Memorial Day may be the first 
time many people use their 
grill since the previous summer 
or fall. The NFPA recommends 

propane grill users check their 
tanks for leaks prior to using 
the grill for the first time. This 
inspection is simple. Apply a 
light solution of soap and water 
to the hose. The NFPA notes a 
propane leak will release bub-
bles. The smell test also can re-
veal a leak, as a strong odor of 
gas can indicate a leak. In such 
instances, close the tank valve 

and turn off the grill. If the leak 
stops, have the grill serviced by 
a professional. If the leak per-
sists, call the fire department. 
The NFPA urges hosts who de-
tect an odor of gas while cook-
ing to get away from the grill 
immediately and call the fire 
department. Do not move the 
grill in such instances.

• Man the grill at all times. 
An unattended grill poses 
a significant safety hazard. 
Whether you’re using a pro-
pane grill, a charcoal grill, a 
smoker, or a hybrid, make sure 
an adult is keeping an eye on 
the grill at all times.

• Purchase long-handled 
cooking tools. The American 
Red Cross notes that long-han-
dled cooking tools are designed 
to keep chefs safe. Such tools 
ensure cooks’ hands and arms 
do not have to be directly over 
flames, which can periodically 

flare up and pose a safety hazard.
• Ensure children are su-

pervised when swimming. 
The grill is not the only safe-
ty threat that may be present 
at Memorial Day barbecues. 
Hosts who will open their pools 
or provide inflatable pools for 
children should make sure 
kids are supervised when in or 
around the water at all times. 
Before allowing kids in a pool, 
hosts should confirm their 
swimming abilities and insist 
kids who cannot swim or only 
recently learned to swim wear 
inflatables or life jackets to re-
duce drowning risk.

Memorial Day weekend 
is a festive time at many 
households. By emphasiz-
ing backyard barbecue safety 
strategies, hosts can ensure 
everyone has a great time and 
gets home safe this Memorial 
Day weekend.

Metro Creative Connection

Jackie Finch

Jackie Finch


