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Master Gardeners Garden 
Fair a blooming success

With intense concentration, 
Lyndin LaFever studies the 
rack of stickers on display 

at the annual Garden Fair. Turning the 
rack slowly, the 7-year-old picks out 
her favorite.

Why? “I like the colors and what 
it says,” Lyndin says, holding out 
the sticker to display its message – 
Protect Wilderness. “That is import-
ant,” she notes.

A beautiful spring day brought a 
huge turnout of plant lovers of all 
ages to the Garden Fair presented by 
Monroe County Master Gardeners at 
Switchyard Park.

“We’ve been busy ever since we 
opened,” says Laurie Sullivan, helping 
visitors make bird feeders out of pine 
cones at the Family Activity Booth 
offered by Monroe County Master 
Gardeners.

The popular booth at the entrance to 
the Switchyard Park Pavilion had about 
1,000 pine cones that volunteers had 
gathered for the activity. Laurie showed 
how to brush the cones with a mixture 
of vegetable shortening and corn meal 
flour and then gently put the sticky 
cone in a bowl of bird seed.

With a string attached, the free bird 

Story and photos by Jackie Finch
JackieSFinch@gmail.com

Lyndin LaFever admires the stickers.

National Blueberry Pie Day
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4204 S RED PINE DRIVE          $429,900  
AND 4212 S RED PINE DRIVE    $433,900
Welcome to Bloomington’s brand new 

paired home development-Derby Pines! Two 

different floor plans are available. A 1,737 

sqft 3bd, 2ba ranch and a 2,106 sqft 3bd, 

2ba w/bonus room are being constructed 

both with and without basements. Features 

include open floor plans, volume ceilings, and 

high quality finishes. Fantastic South side 

location just out of the city limits-low county 

taxes! Ultra-desirable school combination of 

Rogers-Binford, Jackson Creek, BHSS. Units 

are complete and ready for occupancy.

OPEN SUNDAY 12-2 P.M.

#6 #7

LOWEST Realtor Rates in Bloomington 2.5-4.9%
$250 Million in Sales 

38 Years Experience • 812-327-2627
bhoward@homefinder.org • www.billhowardrealestate.com

518 S. Sale Street, Ellettsville
$434,900 

MLS# 202307974
6 Month restoration has transformed this large ranch into a 
“magazine quality” masterpiece! Interior walls were removed, 
completely opening up the floor plan. Everything is new, and 
finished in decorator colors! Brand new spacious kitchen with 
island breakfast bar, quartz counters, stainless appliances, 
tiled back splash, and a large pantry. Huge Great Room with 
period bay window, architectural columns, recessed lighting, 
wide plank floors, and new front door with double side lights. 
All 3 bedrooms are new, with a “Jack and Jill” connecting 
full bath. The master suite has a super enlarged bath with a 
floor-to-ceiling tiled shower, and double vanities. New HVAC, 
plumbing, 200 amp electrical, insulated windows, encapsulated 
crawlspace e, large covered front porch, and a 16 x 10 yard 
barn with power. Estate sized lot of almost 2 acres. Oversized 
2 car garage. The attention to detail in the renovation of this 
one level home is truly amazing!

OPEN SUNDAY 2-4 P.M. 1

See GARDEN FAIR, Page C6

Mini but mighty shamrock-shaped 
solutions for lawn renovation
Miniclover is drought-tolerant, simple, stunning and sustainable  

with low-to-no maintenance

That lush, green lawn most 
strive for is struggling to sur-
vive as our climate experi-

ences “weather whiplash,” meaning 
abrupt swings in weather conditions 
from one extreme to another. Last 
season, drought conditions were so 
dire in California billboards shouted, 
“Brown is the New Green.” This sea-
son, despite early, extreme flooding 

in California, evidence suggests the 
length and depth of droughts will in-
crease in upcoming years, becoming 
more frequent and severe.

Outdoor water usage is still astro-
nomical, synthetic chemical use is 
ever-present and fuel-guzzling lawn 
blowers and mowers sing all sum-
mer. Traditional lawn maintenance 
is expensive, unnatural, untenable 
and increases greenhouse gasses, 

By Joan Casanova
Family Features

See MINICLOVER, Page C4
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INTEREST RATE MARKETPLACE

HT-34519897

CONTACT YOUR 

ADVERTISING 

REPRESENTATIVE 

TO BE FEATURED 

ON THIS PAGE.

  Rates APR

 15 year 5.50% 5.549%
 30 year 6.25% 6.28%

Union Savings Bank

2237 South Curry Pike

Bloomington, IN 47403

812-323-7200

*30 year Conventional loans based on $150,000 loan amount 75% LTV. 15 year conventional 

loans based on $150,000 loan amount, 80% LTV. **Additional restrictions may apply.  

LTV and credit score may require additional fees. Rates subject to changes. 

Closing Costs $299** Refinances & New Purchases $450**

CD Special: 7 months 4.00% APY

Real Estate Keeps Moving

FEATURED 
OPEN

HOUSES
Sunday, April 30, 2023

5038 N MUIRFIELD DRIVE               OPEN 12:00-2:00
$1,374,000

STUNNING BRAND-NEW HOME OVER WALK-OUT BASEMENT ON 1-ACRE LOT IN 
MUIRFIELD. HIGH-QUALITY BUILD by Homeland Design LLC. Covered front porch, 5BR, 
6BA, 5,879sqft, 3-car garage. BEAUTIFUL OPEN PLAN designed w/entertaining in 
mind. Vaulted Great Room, 9’ ceilings, cook’s kitchen, and THOR stainless appliances. 
Office w/French doors. Big dream splendor back covered deck w/gas fireplace, 
south-facing private back yard w/wooded views.  Luxurious main level primary suite, 
fabulous bath & walk-in closet, split plan w/2 extra BR. LOWER LEVEL: Superb theater 
rm, Family/Rec rm w/kitchenette, 2 en-suite BR. Fireplace, white oak floors, Anderson 
windows & doors. Great Location w/easy access to IU Campus, 
downtown, new hospital, cultural activities, I-69.

Marketed by Clara Perry and Hosted by 
Susanne Kindred

812-318-0047

3234 COPPERTREE DRIVE          OPEN 12:00-2:00
$375,000 OPEN HOUSEOPEN HOUSE

Fabulous one level Coppertree condo;3BR, 2BA with high ceilings and spacious 
rooms; 2 car attached garage with epoxy floor; dark stainless kitchen appliances

Marketed and Hosted by
Mary Jane Hall

812-345-3985
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treat was ready to hang 
wherever birds liked to 
gather. “You can make 
it with peanut butter, 
too,” Laurie says. “But we 
know some people are 
allergic to peanuts so we 
used vegetable oil and 
corn meal instead.”

 
Arts and crafts on 
display

At a nearby booth, art-
ist Sue Westhues relaxed 
while visitors enjoyed her 
wide variety of decora-
tive gourd art. “The hard-
est part of painting the 
gourds is cleaning them 
first,” Sue says, adding 
that she has been creat-
ing gourd art for about 
three decades.

At the Hinkle Garton 
Farmstead table, Michael 
Bell was selling maple 
syrup produced at the 
farmstead. Also available 

were maple sugar can-
dy, maple cream and 
maple sugar. The rea-
sonably priced products 
help raise funds for gar-
den and grounds proj-
ects at the Hinkle Garton 
Farmstead.

For Heather Jones, the 
Garden Fair was a chance 
to introduce her Small 
World Pruning business 
that she had established 
in 2015. To help make 
learning fun, Heather 
was offering a Tree IQ 
Test with plenty of sweet 
rewards of cookies and 
candies.

“Can trees move their 
branches by them-
selves?” Heather asks a 
stopper-by. The answer 
is a surprising “yes.”

How? Changes in the 
water status and other 
aspects of trees causes 
branches to move down-
ward at night, almost as 
if falling asleep. “Trees 

Garden Fair
Continued from page C1

Lyndin LaFever chooses her favorite sticker.

The pine cone bird feeder was a popular spot.

A pine cone bird feeder.

Warm Glass Wonder glistens in the sunlight.
Michael Bell sells maple syrup produced at the Hinkle 
Garton Farmstead.
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SAVE TIME SAVE MONEY CUSTOMIZE LESS MESS

 

*Offer expires: 7/31/23. Offer valid with purchase of custom cabinet renewal from Kitchen Saver. Must be presented 
and used at time of estimate only.  May not be combined with other offers or applied to previous purchases. 

Minimum purchase required. See representative for details. Qualified buyers only. Valid only at select locations. See 
location for details. Cabinet style and feature availability varies by location and may be different than pictured. PA 

HIC #PA063180,  DE Contractor #2013605887, Ohio Registration #2219521, NJ HIC #13VH08343300.

We make it easy to  
transform your kitchen!

Our refacing process consists of high-quality 

materials that are durable, reliable, and easy to 

maintain. Refresh your kitchen in a fraction of the 

time and enjoy the new look for years to come!

IN AS LITTLE AS 3-5 DAYS!

$0 $0 $0
DOWN INTEREST PAYMENTS

FO R  12  M O NTH S

kitchensaver.com/local24
812-650-9391

LIMITED TIME OFFER

$525 OFF*

GET A FREE INSPECTION
* Ten percent off any job over $2500 up to a max of $525. Coupon must be presented at time of inspection. Offer may not be 
combined with any other offer. Limit one per customer. Ask inspector for further details. Promo valid through 
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move their branches 
about six times a night,” 
Heather says.

Hungry visitors were 
finding their way to the 
Garden Thyme Café at 
the back of the Pavilion. 
Along with cookies and 
brownies, the menu also 
offered fruit cups, cheese 
sandwiches, drinks, 
pulled pork sandwiches 
and much more.

At the Local Folks Foods 
booth, Steven and Anita 
Spencer were busy show-
casing their food prod-
ucts and greeting friends 
from area farmers’ mar-
kets. All their products 
are preservative-free and 
contain no high-fructose 
corn syrup, oils, artificial 
colors or gluten ingredi-
ents, Steven says, offer-
ing samples.

Relating the sto-
ry of how the family’s 
Bloomington business, 
Earth Drops Handcrafted 
Soaps, began in 1996, 
David Lehman says, “We 
blame it on my wife’s 
mother’s skin condition.”

His wife Cheryl says her 
mother had tried many 
soaps, most of which just 
made her skin consid-
erably worse so Cheryl 
decided to research and 
make soap herself.

“Her grandmother and 
other relatives used to 
make their own hand-
made soap so Cheryl 
came up with Milk & 
Honey Oatmeal Soap. 
It has no chemicals, no 
artificial additives, pre-
servatives, colorants or 
fragrances added,” David 
says. “It made a big differ-
ence for her mother.”

When the family’s dog 

Eryn Cusack displays her Earthborn Designs Art.

Edward Oehlman explains to Logan Peters how to plant a free Gray 
Dogwood seedling.

Owner of Small World Pruning, Heather Jones gives a Tree 
IQ Test to showgoers.
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Owners
George &
Pam Faerber

BUY 1 GET 1

BATH AND SHOWER REMODELING

LARGEST SALES EVENT IN 40 YEARS!

FREE!

PROUD TO BE LOCALLY OWNED
AND OPERATED SINCE 1983

CALL TO BOOK YOUR FREE ESTIMATE NOW!

812-287-9672

$0 INTEREST

$0 PAYMENTS

20 MONTHS!

Owners
George &
Pam Faerber

BUY 1 GET 1

BATH AND SHOWER REMODELING

LARGEST SALES EVENT IN 40 YEARS!

FREE!

PROUD TO BE LOCALLY OWNED
AND OPERATED SINCE 1983

CALL TO BOOK YOUR FREE ESTIMATE NOW!

812-287-9672

$0 INTEREST

$0 PAYMENTS

20 MONTHS!

Continued from page C7

Storm began having skin issues that 
resulted in expensive veterinarian pills 
and shots that made the problem even 
more difficult, the couple created Pet-
ables Natural Handcrafted Soaps. “The 
soap is great for any kind of animal,” 
David says.

 
Local Master Gardeners 
program

The Master Gardeners program be-
gan in Washington State in the 1970s 
and Purdue University sponsored the 
first Indiana program in 1978. Master 
Gardeners in Monroe County was char-
tered and the first meeting was held in 
1989. The local group is connected to 
the statewide organization which in-
cludes training and education.

Over the years, several hundred lo-
cal community members have taken 
the required training to become cer-
tified Master Gardeners. Currently, 
the Monroe County Master Gardeners 
Association has about 100 members.

A registered non-profit organization, 
the mission of Monroe County Master 
Gardeners Association is to promote the 
art, science and pleasure of gardening. 
The group works in cooperation with 
the Purdue Extension Service-Monroe 
County.

The first Garden Fair was held in 
2010. Proceeds from the Garden Fair go 
to a grant program established in 2011.

Noting the terrific turnout for the 
Garden Fair, Edward Oehlman, Purdue 
University extension education agent 
for agriculture and natural resources, 
was distributing free Gray Dogwood 
seedlings, a native Indiana tree.

Since 2018, Garden Fair has been a 
non-invasive species event. Invasive 
species are dangerous to native plans 
and pollinators and can threaten habi-
tat and feeding opportunities for wild-
life, as well as being a threat to human 
health.

Edward also provided instructions 
on how to plant the seedlings. “The 
seedlings will flower two years from 
now with small white flowers,” he says. 
“Then the tree will get white berries 
which the birds love. So you will be 
planting something that is beautiful 
and helps birds, too.”

Steven and Anita Spencer showcase 
their Local Folks Foods.

Creative names of Local Folks Foods

David Lehman shows how to use a 
wooden soap dish to make soap last 
longer.

Sue Westhues creative gourd art

(Left) Cheryl and David Lehman 
with their Earth Drops Handcrafted 
Soaps.

“Her grandmother and other relatives used to make 
their own handmade soap so Cheryl came up with Milk 
& Honey Oatmeal Soap. It has no chemicals, no artificial 
additives, preservatives, colorants or fragrances added.”

David Lehman Earth Drops Handcrafted Soaps


